
Love learning.

The Question:
How much homework is too much and 
how much is not enough? 

The Definition: 
Homework is defined in many ways. The 
definitions that researchers use tend to 
include skill practice vs. application and 
tend to use a one-size-fits-all approach 
with a focus on repetition. 

The ZCS Philosophy: 
When homework is assigned, the goal is 
to enhance each student’s learning 
experience. We determine the nature and 
quality of homework based on the 
student’s age and individual needs. We 
do not believe in assigning homework 
without a clear purpose. 

Parent Discernment: 
We believe the homework guidelines 
we’ve created are appropriate for 
most students. However, parents should 
ultimately decide what continued 
learning looks like in their home for their 
child. Parents may always choose to go 
beyond what we recommend. Parents are 
encouraged to talk to their child’s teacher 
if there are questions about what is most 
appropriate to meet their child’s needs. 

K-2nd Grade 
-Main focus in early elementary is 
creating lifelong readers 
-Read at home daily (alone, with parents, 
or with other kids) 
-Bible memory practice 
-We recommend parents provide early 
elementary students with ample time for 
play, exploration, and socialization with 
peers. 

3rd-5th Grade 
-Main focus in upper elementary is 
creating lifelong readers 
-Read at home daily (alone, with parents, 
or with other kids) 
-Bible memory practice 
-Practice math skills at home a few times 
a week using a variety of tools suggested 
by teacher (websites, apps, puzzles, etc.) 

6th-8th Grade 
-Much of the homework given is to help 
students develop important study skills 
-Daily reading at home 
-Bible memory practice 
-Additional enrichment activities, 
projects, or unfinished assignments 
-Test preparation/study 
-Estimated time per week: 3-5 hours 

At ZCS, our calling to “love God, love kids and love 
learning” is at the core of why we exist. We are 
thankful for the relationships that we have with 
families and continually want to look at ways to 
work together to encourage our students to grow 
toward the potential God has given them. 

For more information on 
continued learning and 
homework at ZCS, please 
contact: 

Janelle Sievert 
Curriculum Director 
jsievert@zcs.org 

The Research: 
Studies have now shown 
that there is no clear 
connection between 
traditional “homework” and 
achievement in the 
elementary years. However, 
as students get older, certain 
types of homework may 
have a positive effect on a 
student’s learning. We also 
know that reading has a 
positive effect on a child’s 
development in a variety of 
ways. 

Love God. Love Kids. Love Learning.

Resources: 

Rethinking Homework: 
Best Practices that Support 
Diverse Needs 
-Cathy Vatterott 

ASCD 
www.ascd.org

http://www.ascd.org
http://www.ascd.org

